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N ichols, Mark L. “Nick”, avid hunter and fisherman, devoted husband,

storyteller, and friend to all, reunited with many friends and family in his
eternal resting place on Saturday, November 28, 2015. Mark was born in

Bloomington, IL on August 29th, 1961. He married the love of his life and best friend,

Melinda Rosales on October 24th, 1992 in a one-of-a-kind Texas style wedding! They
built a life in Houston and lived it to its fullest.

Mark is survived by his wife Melinda, Houston; parents; Dean and Sara Nichols, LeRoy, IL; sister
Karen Bruning, Bloomington, IL; brother; Mike Nichols, LeRoy, IL; 5 nephews - Brett Bruning,

Tyler Bruning, Ethan Bruning, Shane Bruning and Albert Rosales III., and one niece who was his
queen, Erica Rosales. Mark also leaves behind Melinda’s family; parents Javier and Rita Torres,
brother Albert Rosales and wife Loida.

Mark took Texas by storm with his best friend Derek Miller right after graduating from LeRoy
High School, LeRoy Illinois, in 1980. They spent their days riding motorcycles, playing hard,
working hard and representing true bachelor life. Derek lost his life in a tragic bike accident on

April 21, 1981. Mark spent the next few years traveling and working in and out of Texas.

After settling back in Texas, Mark and Melinda met one another through work, fell in love,

married and made their only house a home. They loved to entertain, travel and spend their spare
time with family and friends or just being together. Mark’s love of hunting and fishing took him
to a ranch in West Texas as often as possible. He has a collection of his prize catches. Mark also

belonged to the South Houston Smokers team in which they competed in many cook-offs in the
Houston area. Mark loved relaxing, grilling, enjoying a cold beer and storytelling. He always made

everyone feel at ease and was a huge southern gentleman. That doesn’t mean he was always
politically correct, however. He was a very hard worker, all of his life. He was a heavy machinery
mover/rigger for over 30 years.
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As an adopted child, Mark united with his biological family later in life; Pete and Marcia Todd,
Amy and J.R. Alexander, Jamie and Rich Zeller, Jim and Nancy Todd and their children.

Mark leaves behind many lessons in life and had a lot of advice. Those lessons will live on as will
his exaggerated stories that he shared with friends and strangers alike. You can be sure 50% of

every story was true. You just never knew which 50%. We will all remember his smile, his warmth,
his energy, and his love for life. “It’s not the years in his life, but the life in his years.”

Friends (and strangers he would love to have met) can visit at the South Park Funeral Home

located at 1310 N. Main Street, Pearland Texas, on Wednesday, December 2nd from 3 p.m. to 5
p.m. with a celebration of life at 5 p.m. Melinda’s cousin Victor Rosales will be officiating the

service. Inurnment will be at a later date. Mark, although he couldn’t walk in them, asks that
people wear flip flops, and dress comfortably for his celebration. Knowing what it’s like to be a
kid, Mark asks that memorials be made to the Shriners Hospitals and St. Jude’s.
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Visitation

South Park Funeral Home and Crematory

1310 North Main Street, Pearland TX 77581

Memorial Service

South Park Funeral Home and Crematory

1310 North Main Street, Pearland TX 77581
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Wednesday,December 2, 2015

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM CT

Wednesday,December 2, 2015

5:00 PM CT
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RS Russell Summers posted:

Where do you start talking about a guy like this?......I worked with Nick for 5 yrs. and have never run

across a more hard working honest and genuine man. I have always had so much respect for this

man. And one would never know that he was from IL., especially from his demeanor and the way

he expressed his thoughts. His 'Southern Style' of humor along with his drawl lent more to a South

East Texas upbringing than anything north of Dallas. Rainy days would find many of us at the fab

shop listening to Nick's enthusiastic euphemisms, his tall stories, and 'those jokes' as long as the

rain would keep the 'management' away from that area we could have a good discussion... I

remember that I once showed him a picture of my sister-in-law and Nick quickly said "my God,

she's so ugly, she could make a train take a back road!" He was right and I couldn't stop

laughing....His expertise with the torch and welding machine always amazed me, he could create

and fabricate anything given enough time and steel. He seemed comfortable in most any setting I

saw him in. Nick would always find.......or make a friend on most any job he worked on. Mark

Nichols was a friend and fellow biker. And what a genuinely nice guy. To his family, ........the people

that were in Nick's life were absolutely blessed to know him. His many friends speaks volumes to

his life and character. My deepest and heartfelt sympathy to you at this time of hurt, and may God

Bless you with a Peace that passes understanding. Rest Easy Nick Miss ya dude. Russell

Summers

December 2 at 1:30 PM

RR Rws Crane & Rigging sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Nichols family.

December 2 at 5:53 AM

JF John And Rachel Kram  And Family. sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the

Nichols family.

December 1 at 12:02 PM

GR Glenn And Sue Rusk lit a candle in honor of Mark.

We are grateful to have known Nick and will remember him always. We will

remember how he made us laugh until we cried, his wonderful smile and all the

great hugs. To Melinda and her family we send our love and prayers.Always and

forever,Glenn and Sue Rusk

December 1 at 4:59 AM

PAGE 6 OF 9



Tribute Wall Mr. Mark "Nick" Nichols
AUG  2 9 , 19 6 1 -  NOV 2 8 , 2 0 15

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 3:42 PM

Anonymous sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 2:30 PM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style  to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 2:20 PM

TD Tom  And Pat Deer  sent a Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 2:13 PM

Anonymous sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 1:11 PM

Anonymous sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 1:10 PM
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Anonymous sent a Serene Retreat to the Nichols family.

November 30 at 12:58 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mark by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


